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The List w
as com

piled by the D
e
partm

ent of W
ater R

esources in coope
ration

 w
ith the Landscape Technical com

m
ittee of the

Arizo
na M

unicipal W
ater U

sers A
ssociation, com

prised
 of experts from

 the D
esert Bo

tanical G
arden, the A

rizona D
ep

artm
ent of

Tran
sp

ortation and various m
unicipal, n

ursery and landscape specialists in the Phoen
ix A

M
A
.  Individu

als w
ishing to

 add or
delete plants from

 th
e list m

ay subm
it info

rm
ation to the D

irector o
f th

e Arizona D
epartm

ent of W
ater R

esources (D
irector) for

consideration
.  T

he D
irector w

ill am
end the list as appropriate.

The List do
es not im

ply that every plant listed is suited to every right-of-w
ay or low

 w
ater use landscape situation.  It is the

responsibility of th
e landscape designer, architect o

r con
tractor to d

eterm
ine w

h
ich plants are suitable for a

 specific location and
situation.  Th

e bibliography pro
vides substan

tial educational inform
ation to determ

ine specific plant characteristics and needs.
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m

on N
am

e

Acacia spp.
C

asuarina spp.
C

hitalpa tashkentensis
Acacia, W

attle
Beefw

ood
C

hitalpa

Bauhinia lunariodes (B.congesta)
C

eltis reticulata
C

upressus arizonica
Anacacho O

rchid Tree
W

estern H
ackberry

Arizona C
ypress

Brachychiton populneus
C

eratonia siliqua
C

upressus sem
pervirens

Bottle Tree
St. John's Bread Tree,

Italian C
ypress

 C
arob Tree

Brahea spp.
D

albergia sissoo
Fan Palm

C
ercidium

 spp.
Sissoo Tree

 
Palo Verde

Bursera spp.
Eucalyptus spp.

 
Elephant Tree

C
ercis canadensis var. texensis 

 
Eucalyptus

Texas R
edbud

Butia capitata
G

eijera parviflora
Jelly Palm

C
ercis canadensis var. m

exicana 
Australian-w

illow
M

exican R
edbud

C
aesalpinia spp.

G
leditsia triacanthos

 
Bird-of-Paradise 

C
ham

aerops hum
ilis

H
oney Locust

M
editerranean Fan Palm

C
allistem

on ssp.
H

olacantha em
oryi

Bottlebrush
C

hilopsis linearis
 (C

astela em
oryi)

D
esert-w

illow
C

rucifixion Thorn
C

anotia holacantha
C

rucifixion Thorn
C

horisia speciosa
Leucaena retusa

Silk Floss Tree
G

olden Ball Lead Tree
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Lysilom
a spp.

Pinus pinea
Schinus m

olle
 

D
esert-fern

Italian Stone Pine
C

alifornia Pepper Tree

O
lea europaea

Pinus roxburghii
Schinus terebinthifolius

O
live

C
hir Pine

Brazilian Pepper Tree

O
lneya tesota

Pistacia spp.
Sophora secundiflora

Ironw
ood

Pistachio
 Texas M

ountain Laurel
 M

escal Bean
Parkinsonia aculeata

Pithecellobium
 spp.

M
exican Palo Verde,

Ebony
Tam

arix aphylla
 Jerusalem

 Thorn
Athel Tree

Pittosporum
 phillyraeoides

Phoenix canariensis
W

illow
 Pittosporum

Tipuana tipu
C

anary Island D
ate Palm

Tipu Tree
Prosopis spp.

Phoenix dactylifera
 

M
esquite

U
lm

us parvifolia 
D

ate Palm
cv.'Sem

pervirens'
Q

uercus spp.
C

hinese Evergreen Elm
Pinus canariensis

 
O

ak
C

anary Island Pine
U

ngnadia speciosa
R

hus lancea
M

exican-buckeye
Pinus eldarica

African Sum
ac

Afghan Pine
Vitex agnus-castus

R
hus lanceolata

C
haste Tree

Pinus halepensis
Prairie Flam

eleaf Sum
ac

Aleppo Pine

TR
EES (continued)

Tel. 602-417-2465   A
rizona D

epartm
ent of W

ater R
esources - 500 N

orth Third Street - Phoenix, A
Z  85004   Fax 602-417-2467

Low
 W

ater U
se/D

rought Tolerant  Plant List
R

evised 4/01 



Botanical N
am

e
Botanical N

am
e

Botanical N
am

e
C

om
m

on N
am

e
C

om
m

on N
am

e
C

om
m

on N
am

e

W
ashingtonia spp.

 
D

esert Fan Palm

Xylosm
a congestum
Xylosm

a

Ziziphus jujuba
C

hinese Jujube
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Abutilon palm
eri

Atriplex spp.
C

alliandra californica
Superstition M

allow
 

Saltbush
Baja R

ed Fairy D
uster

Acacia spp.
Baccharis spp.

C
alliandra eriophylla

Acacia
 

D
esert Broom

, C
oyote Brush

Pink Fairy D
uster

Aloysia spp.
Bauhinia lunarioides (congesta)

C
alliandra peninsularis

 
Beebrush

Anacacho
Fairy D

uster

Am
brosia am

brosioides
Bauhinia m

acaranthera 
C

allistem
on citrinus

C
anyon R

agw
eed

O
rchid Tree

Lem
on Bottlebrush

Am
brosia deltoidea

Bauhinia ram
osissim

a
C

allistem
on phoeniceus

Triangleleaf Bur-sage
O

rchid Tree
Salt R

esistant Bottlebrush

Am
brosia dum

osa
Bebbia juncea

C
allistem

on vim
inalis 

W
hite Bur-sage

Sw
eet Bush

Bottlebrush

Anisacanthus spp.
Berberis haem

atocarpa
C

alotham
nus spp.

 
D

esert H
oneysuckle

R
ed Barberry

 
N

et Bush

Artem
isia spp.

Berberis trifoliolata
C

assia (Senna) spp.
 

Sagebrush
Agarita

 
C

assia

Asclepias linaria
Buddleia m

arrubifolia
C

eltis pallida
Pine-leaf M

ilkw
eed

W
oolly Butterfly Bush

D
esert H

ackberry

Asclepias subulata
C

aesalpinia spp.
C

hrysactinia m
exicana

D
esert M

ilkw
eed

 
Bird-of-Paradise

D
am

ianita
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C
hrysotham

nus nauseosus
Erem

ophila spp.
G

utierrezia sarothrae
R

abbit Brush
 

Em
u Bush

Snakew
eed

C
istus spp.

Ericam
eria laricifolia

H
am

elia patens
 

R
ockrose

Turpentine Bush
Fire Bush

C
ondalia globosa

Ericam
eria linearifolia

H
ym

enoclea m
onogyra

Bitter C
ondalia

Turpentine Bush
Burrobrush

C
onvolvulus cneorum

Eriogonum
 spp.

H
yptis em

oryi
Bush M

orning G
lory, Silverbush

 
Buckw

heat
D

esert-lavender

C
ordia boissieri

Erythrina flabelliform
is

Jasm
inum

 m
esnyi

Anacahuita
Southw

est C
oralbean

Prim
rose Jasm

ine

C
ordia parvifolia

Euphorbia antisyphilitica
Jatropha spp.

Little Leaf C
ordia

W
ax Plant, C

andelilla
 

Lim
berbush

D
alea spp.

Euphorbia biglandulosa (rigida)
Juniperus chinensis

 varieties
 

Sm
oketree, Indigo Bush

Euphorbia
Juniper

D
odonaea viscosa 

Forestiera neom
exicana

Justicia spp.
H

opbush
D

esert O
live

 
M

exican H
oneysuckle,

 C
huparosa

Encelia spp.
Fraxinus greggii

 
Brittlebush

Littleleaf Ash
Kram

eria parvifolia
R

atany
Ephedra spp.

G
enista hispanica

 
M

orm
on-tea

Spanish Broom

SH
R

U
B

S (continued)
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Lantana spp.
M

yrtus com
m

unis
R

hus choriophylla
Lantana

M
yrtle

M
earns Sum

ac

Larrea tridentata
N

andina dom
estica 

R
hus m

icrophylla
C

reosote Bush
H

eavenly-bam
boo

D
esert Sum

ac

Leucophyllum
 spp.

N
erium

 oleander varieties
R

hus ovata
 

Texas Sage, Texas R
anger

O
leander

Sugarbush

Lippia (berlandieri)
Perovskia atriplicifolia 

R
hus trilobata

M
exican O

regano
cv. `H

eavenly Blue'
Skunkbush

R
ussian Sage

Lycium
 spp.

R
hus virens

 
W

olfberry
Plum

bago capensis
Evergreen Sum

ac
C

ape Plum
bago

M
aytenus phyllanthoides

R
osm

arinus officinalis
M

angle D
ulce

Plum
bago scandens

Bush R
osem

ary
Plum

bago
M

elaleuca spp.
R

uellia ssp.
 

Australian M
yrtle

Punica granatum
 varieties

R
uellia

Pom
egranate

M
im

osa biuncifera
Salvia spp.

W
ait-a-M

inute Bush
Pyracantha spp.

  
Sage

 
Pyracantha, Fire-thorn

M
im

osa dysocarpa
Sim

m
ondsia chinensis

Velvet Pod M
im

osa
Jojoba

Solanum
 xanti

Solanum
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Sophora arizonica
Viguiera deltoidea

Arizona Sophora
G

olden Eye

Sophora form
osa

Viguiera tom
entosa

Sophora
G

olden Eye

Tecom
a spp.

W
estringia rosm

ariniform
is

Tacom
a

W
estringia

Tecom
aria capensis

Zexm
enia hispida

C
ape H

oneysuckle
R

ough Zexm
enia

Teucrium
 fruticans

Ziziphus obtusifolia
Bush G

erm
ander

G
reythorn

Tham
nosm

a m
ontana

Turpentine Broom

Thevetia peruviana
Yellow

 O
leander

Trixis californica
Trixis

Vauquelinia spp.
 

R
osew

ood
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Acacia spp.
M

yoporum
 parvifolium

Santolina virens
 

Acacia
M

yoporum
G

reen Santolina

Asparagus densiflorus cv. 'Sprengeri'
Eschscholzia m

exicana
Sesuvium

 verrucosum
Sprenger Asparagus

M
exican G

old Poppy
Sea Purslane 

Atriplex spp.
O

enothera berlandieri (O
.speciosa)

Teucrium
 cham

aedrys
 

Saltbush
M

exican Evening Prim
rose

 cv. `Prostrata'
G

erm
ander

Baccharis pilularis
O

enothera stubbei
 

C
oyote Brush

Saltillo Prim
rose

Verbena bipinnatifida
Verbena

C
lianthus form

osus
Pentzia incana

Sturt's D
esert Pea

Karoo Bush
Verbena peruviana

Peruvian Verbena
C

onvolvulus m
auritanicus

R
osm

arinus officinalis cv.'Prostratus'
G

round M
orning G

lory
Prostrate R

osem
ary

Verbena tenera
M

oss Verbena
D

alea spp.
Salvia cham

aedryoides
 

Indigo Bush
Blue Sage

Verbena rigida
Sandpaper Verbena

G
azania spp.

Salvia farinacea
 

G
azania

M
ealy C

up Sage
W

edelia trilobata
Yellow

 D
ot

Lantana spp.
Santolina cham

aecyparissus
Trailing Lantana

Lavender C
otton

Zauschneria spp.
H

um
m

ingbird Flow
er

G
R

O
U

N
D

 C
O

VER
S
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Agave spp.
H

echtia m
ontana

 
C

entury Plant, Agave
H

echtia

Aizoaceae spp.
H

esperaloe spp.
 

Ice Plant Fam
ily

H
esperaloe

Aloe spp.
M

anfreda m
aculosa

 
Aloe

M
anfreda

Bulbine frutescens
N

olina spp.
Bulbine

 
Bear-grass

C
actaceae

Pedilanthus m
acrocarpus

C
actus Fam

ily
Lady Slipper

D
asylirion spp.

Portulacaria afra
 

D
esert Spoon

Elephant Food

Fouquieria spp.
Yucca spp.

 
O

cotillo
 

Yucca
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Abronia villosa
C

oreopsis bigelovii
G

ilia leptantha
Sand-verbena

D
esert C

oreopsis
Show

y Blue G
ilia

Am
sinckia interm

edia
C

osm
os spp.

G
om

phrena globosa
Fiddleneck

 
C

osm
os

G
lobe Am

aranth

Argem
one pleiacantha

D
im

orphotheca spp.
H

elianthus annuus
Prickly-poppy

 
African D

aisy
W

ild Sunflow
er

C
am

issonia brevipes
Eriastrum

 diffusum
H

elichrysum
 bracteatum

Yellow
 C

ups
Prickly Stars

Everlasting D
aisy

C
am

issonia cardiophylla
Eriophyllum

 lanosum
H

elipterum
 spp.

H
eart-leaved Prim

rose
W

oolly D
aisy

H
elipterum

C
atharanthus roseus

Eriophyllum
 w

allacei
Ipom

oea cristulata
M

adagascar Periw
inkle

W
oolly D

aisy
M

orning G
lory

C
entaurea rothrockii

Eschscholtzia californica
Ipom

oea leptotom
a

Basket Flow
er 

C
alifornia, M

exican Poppy
M

orning G
lory

C
irsium

 neom
exicanum

Euphorbia heterophylla
Kallstroem

ia grandiflora
Thistle

Painted Spurge
Arizona poppy

C
larkia am

oena
G

aillardia pulchella
Lasthenia chrysostom

a (Baeria chrysostom
a)

Farew
ell-to-Spring

Fire W
heel, Blanket Flow

er
G

oldfield

C
ollinsia heterophylla

G
eraea canescens

Layia platyglossa
C

hinese-houses
D

esert Sunflow
er

Tidy Tips
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Lesquerella gordonii
M

atthiola longipetala cv. 'Bicornis'
O

enothera prim
iveris

Yellow
 Blanket

Evening Scented Stock
Evening Prim

rose

Linaria spp.
M

entzelia spp.
O

rthocarpus purpurascens
 

Toadflax
 

Blazing Star
O

w
l's C

lover

Linum
 grandiflorum

 cv. 'R
ubrum

'
M

im
ulus bigelovii

Papaver rhoeas
R

ed Flax
Bigelow

's M
onkeyflow

er
Shirley Poppy

Lupinus arizonicus
M

ohavea confertiflora
Pectis papposa

Arizona Lupine
G

host Flow
er

C
hinch W

eed

Lupinus densiflorus
M

onarda austrom
ontana

Perityle em
oryi

Lupine
Bee Balm

R
ock D

aisy

Lupinus sparsiflorus
M

onoptilon bellioides
Phacelia spp.

D
esert Lupine

Belly Flow
er

 
Scorpion W

eed

Lupinus succulentus
N

am
a dem

issum
Plantago spp.

Arroyo Lupine
Purple M

at
 

Indian-w
heat

M
achaeranthera asteroides (Psilactis leptos)

N
am

a hispidum
Platystem

on californicus
Purple Aster

Purple M
at

C
ream

 C
ups

M
achaeranthera canescens (Aster bigelovii)

N
em

ophila m
aculata

Proboscidea parviflora
Blue Aster

Five Spot
D

evil's C
law

M
achaeranthera tanacetifolia (Aster)

N
em

ophila m
enziesii

R
afinesquia neom

exicana
Tahoka D

aisy
Baby Blue Eyes

D
esert-chicory

M
atricaria grandiflora

O
enothera deltoides

Salvia colum
bariae

Pineapple W
eed

Birdcage Evening Prim
rose

C
hia

A
N

N
U

A
L W

ILD
FLO

W
ER

S (continued)
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Sisym
brium

 am
biguum

U
rsinia spp.

Purple R
ocket

 
U

rsinia 

Solanum
 xanti

Verbesina encelioides
Solanum

G
olden C

row
n Beard

Tithonia rotundifolia
Viguiera annua

M
exican Sunflow

er
G

olden Eye
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Allionia incarnata
C

astilleja chrom
osa

Evolvulus arizonicus
Trailing W

indm
ills

Indian Paintbrush
Arizona Blue Eyes

Am
sonia palm

eri
C

astilleja lanata
G

aura lindheim
eri

Am
sonia

Indian Paintbrush
D

esert O
rchid

Anigozanthos spp.
D

atura m
etaloides (w

rightii, inoxia)
H

esperocallis undulata
 

Kangaroo-paw
Sacred D

atura, Jim
sonw

eed
Ajo Lily

Anisodontea hypom
andrum

D
elphinium

 am
abile

H
ibiscus coulteri

African M
allow

Larkspur
D

esert R
ose M

allow

Arctotis spp.
D

elphinium
 scaposum

H
ym

enoxys acaulis
 

African D
aisy

Barestem
 Larkspur

Angelita D
aisy

Argem
one m

unita
D

ichelostem
m

a pulchellum
Ipom

opsis longiflora
Prickly Poppy

Bluedicks
Pale Blue Trum

pets

Argem
one platyceras

D
yssodia acerosa

Justicia sonorae
Prickly Poppy

D
yssodia

Sonoran Justicia

Bahia absinthifolia 
D

yssodia pentachaeta
Linum

 lew
isii

Bahia
D

yssodia
Blue Flax

Baileya m
ultiradiata

Erigeron divergens
Lotus rigidus

D
esert M

arigold
Spreading Fleabane

D
esert R

ock Pea

Berlandiera lyrata
Eupatorium

 greggii
M

achaeranthera gracilis
C

hocolate Flow
er

Eupatorium
Yellow

 Aster
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M
achaeranthera tortifolia

Senna covesii (C
assia covesii)

M
ohave Aster

D
esert Senna

M
elam

podium
 leucanthum

Sphaeralcea spp.
Blackfoot D

aisy
 

G
lobe-m

allow

M
irabilis m

ultiflora
Stachys coccinea

D
esert Four O

'C
lock

R
ed M

int, Betony

O
enothera caespitosa

Tagetes spp.
Tufted Evening Prim

rose
 

M
arigold

Penstem
on spp.

Verbena gooddingii
 

Penstem
on

G
oodding Verbena

Proboscidea altheaefolia
Zephryanthes spp.

D
evil's C

law
 

R
ain Lily

Psilostrophe cooperi
Zinnia acerosa

Paperflow
er

D
esert Zinnia

Psilostrophe tagetina
Zinnia grandiflora

Paperflow
er

R
ocky M

ountain Zinnia

R
atibida colum

naris
M

exican H
at, C

oneflow
er

R
om

neya coulteri
M

atilija Poppy
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Aristida purpurea
M

uhlenbergia capillaris
Pennisetum

 setaceum
 cv. 'C

upreum
'

Purple Three-aw
n

G
ulf M

uhly
Purple Fountain G

rass

Bouteloua aristidoides
M

uhlenbergia dum
osa

Schism
us barbatus

Six-w
eeks G

ram
a

G
iant M

uhly
M

editerranean G
rass

Bouteloua curtipendula
M

uhlenbergia em
ersleyi

Setaria m
acrostachya

Side O
ats G

ram
a

Bull G
rass

Plains Bristlegrass

Bouteloua gracilis
M

uhlenbergia lindheim
eri

Sporobolus cryptandrus
Blue G

ram
a

Lindheim
er M

uhly
Sand D

ropseed

Erioneuron pulchellum
M

uhlenbergia porteri
Trichachne californica

Fluffgrass 
Bush M

uhly
C

otton top

H
ilaria rigida

M
uhlenbergia rigens

Big G
alleta

D
eer G

rass
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Antigonon leptopus
Kennedia nigricans

Solanum
 jasm

inoides
C

oral Vine, Q
ueen's W

reath
Black Yellow

 Vine
Potato Vine

Bougainvillea spp.
M

acfadyena unguis - cati
 

Bougainvillea
C

at's C
law

C
allaeum

 m
acropterum

 
M

ascagnia lilacina
(M

ascagnia m
acroptera

)
Purple M

ascagnia
Yellow

 O
rchid Vine

M
aurandya antirrhiniflora

C
am

psis radicans
Snapdragon Vine

C
om

m
on Trum

pet C
reeper

M
aurandya w

islizeni
C

issus trifoliata
Snapdragon Vine

G
rape Ivy

M
errem

ia aurea
C

lem
atis drum

m
ondii

Yellow
 M

orning G
lory Vine

Virgin's Bow
er

Podranea ricasoliana
C

urcurbita digitata
Pink Trum

pet Vine
C

oyote G
ourd, Finger Leaf G

ourd
R

hynchosia texana
H

ardenbergia com
ptoniana

R
osary Bead Vine

Lilac Vine
R

osa banksiae
Janusia gracilis

Lady Bank's R
ose

Slender Janusia
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